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Introduction from the Chair of Trustees
It’s an incredible honour to be able to write this annual review. In honesty it’s not a position I thought I would 
ever find myself in but as I look back over our achievements as a Trust in our inaugural year I am extremely
proud of the wonderful legacy that has been created in memory of Nick.
When we created the Trust, Nick was at the front and centre of forming its identity. We wanted to be able to 
embrace his love of music and to use it to somehow bring people together after such a devastating event. If we 
could take one dreadful thing that had happened and put ten, twenty, a hundred good things back into the 
world then that had to be the right thing do. 
We launched not knowing whether we would receive a single grant application, but when the first one came 
through the door in April 2016 to much excitement, we knew we were on the right track ! Since then we have 
been able to award grants to several wonderful music projects across England and Wales spanning a range of 
community sectors: from deaf and hearing impaired pre-schoolers through to elderly dementia sufferers, the 
healing and cohesive power of music has a life-changing impact.
The feedback we have had from the music industry and the fan communities has been overwhelmingly positive 
and the number of high profile music artists that committed their time for free to the ‘Peaceful Noise’ 
fundraising show was testament to the strength of feeling across the music community about the attack and 
the need for a positive response. 
It is down to the generosity of these artists, fans and supporters that we find ourselves looking forward to 
another year ahead of positively impacting lives through music in Nick’s memory and we are extremely grateful 
for the encouragement and support as we continue to build on our year one achievements.

Zoe Alexander – Chair of Trustees    



Our mission: What We Do And Why We Do It  

• The Nick Alexander Memorial Trust was established in 
November 2016 in memory of Nick who was killed in the 
terror attack at the Bataclan Theatre in Paris in 2015. Nick 
was working that night for Eagles of Death Metal as their 
merchandise manager. In his fifteen year career touring the 
world with bands Nick was able to indulge his passion for live 
music and as the first anniversary of the attack approached 
we set out to establish a musical legacy in his memory. 

• Our mission was to break down barriers and bring people 
together through music in direct contrast to the fear and 
division that had led to such a terrible attack taking place. 

• The Nick Alexander Memorial Trust awards grants for musical 
instruments and musical equipment to community groups 
and small charities across the UK, particularly those 
representing the most disadvantaged and marginalised 
sectors of society, be that through poverty, physical or 
mental illness, disability, ethnicity or age. 



Our Fundraising Achievements
Our first year objectives were to cement the charity and build awareness of 
our existence both within the music community and on a wider scale. To 
this end, we are extremely proud of the significant impact we have made in 
our launch year.

The media interest surrounding the first anniversary of the attack ensured 
that there was a significant opportunity to promote the charity’s aims. 

The charity launched to widespread media coverage thanks to the 
inaugural ‘A Peaceful Noise’ fundraising gig held at a sold-out Shepherds 
Bush Empire on 15th November 2016. The show raised over £30,000 split 
between The Nick Alexander Memorial Trust and our co-beneficiaries The 
Sweet Stuff Foundation, a US based organisation providing financial 
assistance to career musicians and crew at times of difficulty who had 
provided immediate financial aid to several victims of the Paris attacks.

Following the profile garnered by A Peaceful Noise we were invited to be 
the stage partner for Frank Turner’s Lost Evenings urban festival allowing us 
to engage further with music fans across the 4 day event. The stage 
branding was particularly impactful and  we received over £850 in cash 
donations as well as securing longer term supporters moving forward.

Other fundraising initiatives over the year included a Festive Evening in 
Tendring, Essex which was well attended by the local community, a cake 
sale, the Bath Half Marathon and an evening of Manchester mania 
courtesy of The Earlsfield pub and ‘Definitely Mightbe’ Oasis & Stone Roses 
tribute band.

We are extremely grateful to everyone who has chosen to support the 
Trust  through their fundraising efforts and especially to our small army of 
dedicated bucket-shakers and stall-manners, without whom we would not 
have been able to make such a professional and approachable impression 
at our fundraising events. 



Music Speaks Volumes: Our Success
Stories

The Nick Alexander Memorial Trust received its first grant 
application from in April 2017  and in the succeeding six 
months awarded 5 grants totaling £4581 in total. 

The life-changing projects we have supported range from 
purchasing sensory and light-up instruments for a music 
therapy programme for deaf pre-schoolers, through to 
purchase of a bespoke sounding bowl for a  home for the 
elderly for therapeutic use by its residents suffering from 
dementia.

Two music projects working with vulnerable adults were 
awarded grants to purchase and upgrade their instruments 

and equipment, enabling them to expand their offering. We 
were also pleased to support funding the purchase of 
ukuleles, guitars, recorders and keyboard for free loan to the 
pupils of a small rural school who found it difficult to access 
music lessons and live music.

Of these applicants:
One had heard of us through word of mouth
Two found us through internet searches
One  found us through the Charity Commission website
One found us on the  newcharities.org newsletter

Our grants have 

positively 

impacted 324 

people and their 

families through 

music

“The generous donation from the Trustees of the Nick 
Alexander Memorial Trust has allowed us to purchase a 
sounding bowl for MHA Kenbrook and has made a 
significant contribution to the music therapy programme
for residents living in the home… it has been particularly 
effective for individuals living with dementia.”
– Thomas Woodward, Music Therapist, MHA

“What a massive bonus it has been for a small rural 
school like ours to gain access to a selection of 
instruments and to promote music and the arts in this 
way “
– Kate Williams, Crowcombe & Stogumber PTA



Looking Forward: Our strategy and challenges

Year One Challenges
• Raising awareness of The Nick Alexander 

Memorial Trust for donors and potential grant 
applicants

• Establishing a strong and contemporary 
‘brand presence’ to help the Trust stand out 
in the crowded ‘music charity’ sector.

• Cementing and growing an online community 
across social media channels.

• Garnering support from music artists to 
support our fundraising and promoting the 
Trusts aims to their fanbase.

Year Two Strategy
• Continuing to build our awareness network –

promoting the trust further across the charity 
sector. 

• Expanding fundraising events further across 
the UK and engaging local media.

• Continuing to strengthen our links within the music industry by engaging patron 
ambassadors to help promote the work of the 
trust through their social media channels.

• Ensuring a strong presence at live music 
events to engage personally with concert-
goers.
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